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Gurnet Light Ha

By FISHER AMES

The eighth light to be o|
(41 G\Imt‘ulghrgm p

, 111769, No 1ol seems to trave beem-tovied
__on shipping for its mainténance. Theé Rrat Wariilng sentinal of
BUFTOARL Wiw Baston LIght, BOIlt on G re"af"B'rewaEer Tsland In

erated by_the_colonies was our

Materia) for (he-l'.\' l!-x
Ject will bo on sale at llrow:l:?;

A natlop-wide reorganization of
tho sorvice In 2913 abolished District
YE whilak _bhad danit d-3or. in

. 2 uak

1716. This was an expensive and important beacon. Far its

support the following..Act:was passed, the.islangd th

ing to King George 1;
nl Imports une Penny
wards, except Coasters, w
at their clearance Out, and all
vte., Five Shiliings each by the
Lighining Often Struck Tower
Perhaps that waa the reason “why
Hrhtning seamed 1o mark the lower
for {te own. dewcending upon b 100
--rivon for the comfort of its inmates
+whao

I'iil to bave losulating con-

and another Penny Out-

ho are to pay Two Shillings each,
Fishing Veasels, Wood Sioops, |

Year,”

‘worat In Lhe world, to a top positios
among the best, - -
. Curlous Situations

' "The Bodrd, howeéver, Fouldn't &1-]

ways be sare of the human element,
ey Y "

en-belong-|
“All Masters shall pay to the Receiver
per Ton Inwards,

l:nolnunco._nnd Plymoath. wih
a :

ur ellon of the Collsctor of Cun-
lomy, District VI of Hoston. Tha
changs was' ono of convenients ‘1o
suir-now-Tonditong: BOTA “CIktbiRy |
and the lighthouse departinénts wera
sow brought up-to-date and rendy to
zive effectivo sorvice,
Record of Wrvcks oot
The lm.w‘?"i service had long
bodn neglceted. Not until 1872 waa
any officlal rocord kept of tho wrerka
along the Atlantle cunst and there
had been many. The fieat that we
fknow anything about was that of the
little Sparrowhuwk In 1528 near the
heel of Cape Cy 2 Lo the.

= THRIATIGN. ™ Thal ~radical Tdea
eppoazed by soveral Godly clti-
reen whe (hought it *'vanity amt ire
religions” for the arin of the fesh
fe presutne to avert the stroke of
loeaven The Dritish helped 1he Nght.
=g wut aplendidly by hlawlug up the
Liwhi i 1776, 1t was 'nar onlr the
firey Lizhthouse In America: It alsn

aking  horn unfsersally  adopted
later, but a tutersn of the war, a
cannon. which wtill siands ay its post
for hoparalle retitoment,

Tuda, there are more than 2300
fhehn beating  towers  and  heaeopa
vandlae guatd wlung ver voams and
1atunel orways. Theer woere anly
fn operathon when the colonhs
¢ orcanfeed nto one united and
pendont pition fn 193% That next

vy Massachusetts relinquisiied the

cwnerstiip nnd all State cantrot of ftx
et ared The Gurnet, 1ogether with
the atliers, paseald Into the possession
of the I, 4 Guyernmont. At (he time
the kesper of The Qurnet Light was

a woman, n Mra, Thoman, k

bdghthouse kedpers were almost
always appointed §n palrs (o fnsure
the presence of at Ieant ofie person
©enpalle of duty, Men, Thomas gf the
tinenet. iy have been n widow, or
there might have been a selfeeffacing
hustand 0 (he brekground, At-any
ente ne mentlon (s ninde of a pariner
fur the Ly, or whether she retained |
tep* fob ARthF e TARRT DACRIAFETRT
property.  Her salary waz prabably

abuul 8204 a year if o5 much ax that,
"

wos't il 181D 1t Congress
salaries  of lighthouse
poers’ tis KEHY, and 8 gears later
it ardeeed dint: “Women aml sere
rants must not be employed (n the
mansgement  af  Hglte  exeept

b
spnevinl authority of the Dapmmrnt.a

gress did about lighthonases, .
The department referred to was s
new broam. Uni) 1552 all lght-
hauros were under the control of tha]
Fifit Auditor of the Treasury who
wan more than husy over other mate
ters. In cunsequonco tbe service was
tugloaied, l'iélﬁ'phl'_ﬁl{?&fi’_. PO
*in and Andlly ‘the dlsconlont became
so voecal that Congress had to Ilsten.
1t paseed an Act (or the formation
of & Lightbouse Board, with tho See-
rolary of the Treasury as ex-officle
pregident, with fyll powers, over. the
orection, repalr_a
all lighthouses, light-ships, boacons
and buoys. That Hoard. ralsed our

. Ughe _gerden:

the fitat fex signal. oot the lagd-:

i kgepor theught it np.

at these sentlnel stations Jue to thelr
. Irolation and the too_cinse assaciae
tion of small groups of individunis
nrbitrarily throwtt™®agether for long
«periods.  Married couples grew so
hared with each other they swwanted

ful chatter of town snciety. The
Board records an instance whese two
keepers  were living Hke compiete
- strangers beeause of a radéend differe
My of opinton costeernimg the Bam-
Ul putators, One couldn't conatder
them as ted unless (e were well
feled, the oller wouldn't cven lonk
at them If they were nat thareughly
washesd, Culinary taxies ave not eany
tn seconclle, na compromise  wiaw
- pacsitte here ¥nd 13w
he oflicfally adjoidlcated by the Board.
- At Cape Hinebinbrook Lighl Lwo
of the three keepers (ne families
being permitied here) fell Into suche
¢ & bitter row over a loat ring that for
»ix nionthe ot o werd paesed  be.
tween them. Jly tbat time the third

19 ]
» hand. Ho not only ;a el 1o stop
the. quarrol. llke most would-be
peace mokers, hut lo3t his temper
and became a third figuro in the

duties na If he were alone at the

lght, oach cooked and. ate his own

mealy. in..solltary.and glas
Dexstroyed Ny Viee

< ERA-- Ldgbtrwae-deatrorad-By

Mhige o A3t T e,

afficlal report says ot it: “They (the
Iwo white towers) roquire 1o be
double to distinguish thom from the
singlo Nght of Barastable." -In-a
later umondment the report ndded:
"It 13 but a fow ycars since & vessel
was lost 16 tho ansthward-ol

the captaln protes

ting that but one

ocelivgd,
The captain was wrong the report

¢d buf SWIR T 3

oD of the
vexsel one light concesled the other
tnd 5o dutone

w3 visiblo-to;
[tOTUBRYG ¢dplain. 10 wis adil
officially that tbe Gurnet ‘Light wes

A e

tom:

s District VI,
an Act of the First Co .
as_ths_main:

to the

office, Other-towns suclf as
2 Selts LR

e e e —————————eg e
B e s

W penign -and gee-back to- the delight-

i Ao taks |

apgry sllence pact. Each man d{d his-

war.atate.. |

m. L heat,

tower was l{ghted, by %hidE l¢ Wike—
11y that tlme it is safe to way um‘a * .

Mrs, Thomas didn’t care what Cone
—.maintained. Both towers wers light-

obacured from 338 degroes to 381 de- |-

Nu-ﬂén and shores ﬂ,,ﬂnnouli: Counms |

ngress. :
2part-of. entry,

8 o
sands for urore than 299 yenrs the
tides that had burled it there dug i,
up again 4n 1842 - Her fale helonged !
to history. Of many of the nther
wrecks the anly reevride wore those
of briof and often inaceurvia hearsuy.

The Arst Hfeeanving stnfinn  woas
eIabitalisd at Colincact ahout 1AT, &
private venture of the Mascachusetis
Humane Society. There were no pold
ur even regolar ceews, eellanese (0
Unies af tewn) being placed entirely
on TOluntasrs, With (he hesl intone
tians this (3pe of aveviee was of sinall
value, huy for many yenre there was
nothing olse,

Tervilile Yenr .7

The year af IRLX stunds foremont
In the ald annals of Nea Eugland for
{saveriti of. weathes -wnsl -tarpilile diaq
axters at sea. Frighiful stoiing swepe
the coast. Ald tn the sblpwrerke) :
was lmpoxaible In mort caarn nanker
the voluntaer aysten. The unprove.
dJonled serisn of catustruphive gor un-
dur the akin of Congreas at lant, Lut
Lthat hody was ar unual slow (o mave,
It was not untll the fellowing venr

5 Iratan: for:
New Yark fromn Havree, ran aground
on Long Heach and virtually all of

provide for a regularly
[~ -tContinuyt—uvn - Pagw

L. kuard. It was ¢ tirst stop and an Ime
“dwrtant one hut It was only a beglo-
nlirg,  The syniemn lacked proper
ritles and  dseipline.  There were
uther weaknesser. throusztoul: in fnct
-1 hogan to be noon that It wasn't a
synlem wi all. 16 wann't, ae the saying
15, really pulllng fta welght in the
There ware ol evidencea of
‘Rralt ox well an lack of coordinnlion.
[ but 20 years wont by hefore Congreas
“agoin tuckled the problem, In 18374
Hiho Coust Guard Servieo wes tnvestl-
sratw), thoroughly overhauled and im-
- proved and i has boon turther tight.
seneidt nnd mude more cfMeient over
[-since.

paid coast
- Btght)-° >

har 311 toimigraut Wasnengors were |-

108t that any real aigipo action
was taken, .
Cangrosa ot dico passsd o bill to|.




